Dan Shepherd Kōrero October 2026
Introduction 
A message from Dan Shepherd, GM of Community and Inclusion.
Video Description 
This podcast is approximately 1 minute and 16 seconds long. 
Video Composition 
The video starts with a mid-shot of Dan seated in an orange chair and speaking directly to the camera against a light grey acoustic wall. The Blind Low Vision NZ logo appears in the upper right corner, and yellow captions are displayed at the bottom of the screen throughout the video.
Transcript 
The podcast begins here. 
Kia ora.
I'm Dan Shepherd, GM of Community and Inclusion here at Blind Low Vision NZ.
What I love about my role is that I'm a client myself. Every day I'm faced with the same barriers that all our clients face every day in their communities.
In the Community and Inclusion team, we get to change attitudes and influence change in our communities that removes those barriers to access and participation.
One of our pillar awareness programmes is our Schools Awareness Programme. We deliver vision loss awareness and awareness about guide dogs to primary and intermediate schools across the country.
To date, the programme has reached 40 schools and over 5,000 children across New Zealand, really aiming to change attitudes in our young people towards the blind, deafblind and low vision community so our communities can be more inclusive.
Another way we influence change in communities is through built environment accessibility, and we're excited to be providing expert advice and opinion on how communities can be more accessible for blind, deafblind and low vision people.
So, on top of building awareness, we also providing environments and communities which let our clients be themselves.
That's what we do in Community and Inclusion.
End Screen Description 
The podcast ends here. 
A yellow background fills the screen. The Blind Low Vision NZ logo and website URL, BlindLowVision.org.nz, are displayed on screen. At the bottom of the screen, the text "Follow us on" appears alongside social media icons.
