Andrea Midgen Kōrero October 2026
Introduction 
A message from Andrea Midgen, CE, Blind Low Vision NZ. 
Video Description 
This podcast is approximately 4 minutes and 22 seconds long. Andrea Midgen speaks directly to the camera.
Video Composition 
A medium shot of Andrea seated indoors in front of a two-tone wall with an orange upper section and a dark grey-green lower section, speaking directly to the camera during a podcast recording. Black captions on a yellow background appear throughout the video at the bottom of the screen. The Blind Low Vision NZ logo appears in the top-right corner.
Transcript 
The podcast begins here. 
Kia ora tātou everyone. Welcome to the Kōrero October podcast.
This month, I had the absolute privilege of going to the Kids Camp in the South Island. It was at Lake Lyndon in the middle of Arthur’s Pass, and it was the most amazing experience.
We had 13 young people there along with our staff and the adventure specialists. We did things like kayaking, abseiling, rock climbing and my all-time favourite was cave streaming.
So, imagine being all done up in wetsuits and thermals and walking through five-degree temperatures in the middle of a cave. It was such a phenomenal experience.
The kids came together, they grew, their confidence grew. They connected with us all. They tried everything and at the end of it, they were just so stoked at what they had managed to achieve and the confidence that they gained.
It was just absolute magic.
The Kids Camp also ran a week earlier in the North Island and they had equally fantastic experiences. Hopefully, you might have seen the Seven Sharp episode on it which featured that one and is increasing our awareness across the motu, which is all good news for the blind, low vision community.
I also had the privilege of attending the Blind Citizens Conference in Invercargill at the end of that week, and it was really good to connect with the people there, share on their theme of, “Are they surviving or thriving?” and the Blind Low Vision NZ perspective on that?
Sadly, we also had tragic news during that time. One of our very own people had a fatal car accident whilst driving back from a client visit.
So, Michelle Hopkins, who's part of the Client Service team within Christchurch, was tragically killed during that return home visit from the client, and our condolences have been sent to her family, her whānau, and obviously all the work colleagues that have had a relationship with her over the last few years.
We are providing all the support we can both to the blind, low vision people, the clients out there that had a relationship with her and of course her whānau.
I'd also like to share, we’ve just had an amazing event today with sharing to some of you, some of our stakeholders, some of our politicians, the amazing things that are coming down the line for technology.
So, we covered three topics. Of course, the Meta glasses with demonstrations, a little bit about mobile phone plans, and the new IT Helpdesk for clients, that's being set up, and also the new AI features on Alexa.
Now, if you didn't have the opportunity to be online or be in person at the Auckland event, this will be put up on the website within a week or so, and you'll be able to go see and hear all that was shared on that day.
Just so we reminder, we have Board Elections coming up. You need to vote by the 13th of November.
So, please take the time. Make your vote count.
We did a candidates evening a couple of weeks ago, where each candidate shared a bit about themselves and answered some questions for what they're going to bring to the Board that is up on the website, and it is available through the telephone information system.
So, please have a listen, there were some really good new people, I hadn't met before who have some great ideas about what their vision is for this organisation.
So, check that out and make your vote count.
So, as you can see, there's a lot happening as always, we're on that downhill slope to Christmas coming around really fast.
And we will bring you more updates in November. Kia ora.
End Screen Description 
The podcast ends here. 
A yellow background fills the screen. The Blind Low Vision NZ logo and website URL, BlindLowVision.org.nz, are displayed on screen. At the bottom of the screen, the text "Follow us on" appears alongside social media icons. 
