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The Shirley Owen Trust was established through a generous gift from the late Shirley Owen to support Blind Low Vision NZ clients who wish to study music.  The Trust aims to reduce barriers to participation and progression in music where vision loss creates additional costs.  

To apply for funding, applicants must be fully eligible clients of Blind Low Vision NZ.  The Trust supports costs associated with: 
· Music tuition fees
· Purchase of musical instruments
· Access to braille music 

The Trust does not cover travel or any other associated costs. 
Application Criteria
Each eligible member may apply for funding of up to $1,500 per financial year (1 July to 30 June) to support music tuition fees or assistance with the purchase of a musical instrument.   

Please note:
· Only one application can be submitted per financial year (1 July to 30 June).
· The total funding requested within that single application can be up to $1,500.
· Multiple applications within the same financial year are not permitted, even if the total requested amount is under $1,500.
· Applications for musical instruments can only be made once every two years.
Application Process
Applications are open year-round. Please ensure all required documentation is complete before submitting your application.  Approved grants will be paid directly to the vendor or supplier. Reimbursements are not available.

All applications are assessed in line with Blind Low Vision NZ guidelines and at the discretion of BLVNZ, and may be approved in full, partially approved, or declined.
Stay in Touch
Members who receive funding are encouraged to share updates on their progress or outcomes where appropriate. This helps us understand the impact of the Trust.  
Completed applications and supporting documents should be emailed to pf@blindlowvision.org.nz.
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