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Ko te pae tawhiti, whāia kia tata, ko te pae tata, whakamaua kia tina.
Bring the distant horizon close, hold fast to what’s been achieved.
This whakataukī speaks about bringing future goals closer while holding firm to what has already been achieved. It reminds us to honour past efforts, stay grounded, and move forward together with purpose and care.
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[bookmark: _Toc219898002]Formats 
Kōrero is available in the following formats: 
· HTML webpage: Read the Kōrero newsletter as a webpage on the Blind Low Vision NZ website. 
· Alexa: Say “Alexa, open Blind Low Vision”. Alexa will then guide you through the main menu. Then, at any point, say “Alexa, magazines” and then “Alexa, BLVNZ Korero”.
· TIS (Telephone Information Service): Call TIS m341. Find your local TIS number on our Library Services webpage. 
· Braille: Download the BRF file of this month’s Korero or Call our Contact Centre on 0800 24 33 33 if you would like to receive Kōrero in Braille.
[bookmark: _Toc219898003]Message from Andrea
Kia ora,
Welcome to the year ahead. We hope you had time over summer to rest and enjoy what matters to you. As routines return, you can count on support that fits your life and your goals.
If you have questions, need support, or would like a listening ear, please get in touch. You’re not on your own, and help is available when you need it.
We’re here to support you through the year ahead.
Ngā mihi,
Andrea
[bookmark: _Toc219898004]Community Impact Series
Welcome back to our new Community Impact series where we share key highlights from the past year. Each instalment brings together the figures, stories, and moments that show how people in our community are connecting, learning, and moving through life with support from Blind Low Vision NZ.
These aren’t just numbers – they’re real experiences. They show how many people we’ve reached, the services they’ve used, and the difference support can make day to day. Through this series, we want to celebrate those moments and reflect on what they tell us about life in our community.
As we marked Louis Braille Day on 4 January, we’re reflecting on the improvements made to support people who use Braille. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898005]Making Braille Library services better 
Braille is made of raised dots that you can feel with your fingertips. Each arrangement of dots represents a letter, number, or symbol, letting people read books, labels, and signs independently. 
Over the last financial year, our Library services have been updated to make accessing Braille easier and more efficient: 
· We have improved how we lend, return, and curate Braille books. 
· We launched a Braille Book Giveaway to rehome donated and de-selected titles. 
· We set up a new Address Shelving System for easier and more efficient storage, based on a successful model used by Vision Australia. 
Behind each update is the goal of supporting your daily life, learning, and enjoyment through Braille. If you’d like to find out more about our Braille services, phone our Contact Centre team on 0800 24 33 33 or email info@BlindLowVision.org.nz. 
For the full Community Impact Report, available in a variety of formats, visit the Blind Low Vision NZ website’s Annual Reports page. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898006]Community Bulletin
[bookmark: _Toc219898007]Wellington: Celebrating 40 years of the extraordinary – 2026 Aotearoa New Zealand Festival of the Arts
This milestone year brings three weeks of powerful and inspiring experiences in Wellington. You can enjoy theatre, dance, music, cabaret, poetry, fresh sounds and bold new ideas. The Festival celebrates much-loved works from the past alongside new commissions and international artists.
The Festival also welcomes a new home. 2026 marks the opening of Tāwhiri Warehouse – a newly renovated Festival Hub in the heart of Newtown. It is a place for creativity, gathering and connection, and you are warmly invited in.
[bookmark: _Toc219898008]Access at the Festival
Most Access Program tickets cost $20. If this cost does not work for you, a limited number of free access tickets are available for selected shows.
The Access Program includes NZSL interpreted performances, audio described shows and relaxed performances. All Access Program venues are wheelchair accessible, and free companion tickets are usually available if you need one.
You can book tickets by emailing access@festival.nz or calling 04 830 7854.
Visit the Access page on the ANZFA Festival website for full details.
[bookmark: _Toc219898009]Christchurch – Motu Move update: How you pay for public transport is changing 
A new system called Motu Move is being introduced across New Zealand to make paying for public transport easier. In Christchurch, the first stage started in November 2025. The next important date is Monday 2 February 2026. From then, if you have a Community Services Card or a SuperGold card, you will have the option to pay with a contactless card or device. This is your choice – you do not have to change yet. You can keep using your Metrocard or SuperGold card as usual. Cash payments on board are still accepted for now.
Later this year, Metrocard and cash will be phased out, but there will be plenty of notice and support before that happens. There will also be new options like prepaid Motu Move cards and cash top-ups at retail outlets. 
For more information, visit the NZTA website’s Motu Move page or the Christchurch Metro website’s Motu Move page.  
Questions? Email NTSCustomerChange@nzta.govt.nz or call 0800 66 77 88. If you are in Christchurch, contact Thomas McNaughton at Thomas.mcnaughton@ecan.govt.nz. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898010]Auckland: Your Ride app now available for Total Mobility card users 
Your Ride is now live for the Total Mobility scheme in Auckland. Using the Your Ride app, you can view the fare estimate, order a ride, and track your trip. 
To use the subsidy, download the Your Ride app, create an account, open the menu, and turn on Total Mobility. You will need to show your valid Total Mobility card to the driver at pick-up. At present, bookings are for standard vehicles only, for up to four passengers. Van bookings are not supported yet. 
If you live in Auckland, this may be a helpful option to try! To find out more or download, please visit the Your Ride website at yourride.nz. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898011][bookmark: _Toc172724923]Redress website – support for people affected by abuse in care  
The Government has shared an update on its response to the Royal Commission of Inquiry into Abuse in Care.  
The response focuses on three key areas:  
· addressing the wrongs of the past.  
· making the care system safe.  
· empowering people in care, their whānau, and communities.  
The website explains what redress means, what is changing, and the support available. It is accessible in alternate formats, including large print, Braille, and audio on the website AbuseInquiryResponse.govt.nz.  
For any questions, contact the team at contact@AbuseInquiryResponse.govt.nz. You can also call the Royal Commission of Inquiry into Abuse in Care on 0800 22 27 27. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898012]RNZFB Apology Hui 
On 18 September 2025, following the findings of the Royal Commission of Inquiry into Abuse in Care, the Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind organised a formal public apology event for known survivors who experienced abuse while in our care. A recording of this event is now available on YouTube: RNZFB Apology Hui 18 September 2025 Parnell, Auckland. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898013]Tune into this week’s accessible TV programmes 
How to access Audio Descriptions: In general, Audio Description (AD) can be switched on or off by pressing the AD button on a TV Remote Control. However, some TVs have a different label on the remote button, and others require AD to be switched on or off via the menu. 
You’ll find listings of audio described programmes for this week on the Able website or via TIS Menu 6607.
[bookmark: _Toc219898014]Stories, tech, and talk: Vision Australia podcasts
Whether you're curious about the latest in accessible technology, interested in advocacy, or keen to hear personal stories and lived experiences, there is something for you on the Vision Australia podcasts. Explore practical tips, listen to thoughtful conversations, and stay up to date with topics that matter to the blind and low vision community. These podcasts aim to inform, support and connect through real voices and real stories. 
Listen to a range of Vision Australia podcasts at radio.visionAustralia.org. Below is a list of five of them: 
[bookmark: _Toc219898015]Talking Tech  
Vision Australia's National Access Technology Manager, Damo McMorrow, joins Stephen Jolley to explore the latest developments and gadgets in the tech world, all from a blindness and low vision perspective. Together, they break down what’s new, what’s useful, and what it all means for accessible living. 
Listen to the Talking Tech podcast on accessible technology on Vision Australia Radio website. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898016]In Plain Sight  
This podcast shares the stories of people who are making a difference in everyday ways. From personal experiences to local projects, the show offers a closer look at the people and moments that shape life for those in the blind and low vision community. It’s about listening to voices that are often missed, even when they are right in front of us. 
Listen to the In Plain Sight podcast sharing lived experiences on Vision Australia Radio website. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898017]Happy Pants  
This half-hour show is designed to entertain and inspire children under 10 who are blind, have low vision, or a print disability. Each episode is full of immersive stories, music, dance moves, and fun facts about animals and the world around us. It brings warmth, creativity, and a touch of silliness to your speakers. The team draws on their love of storytelling, music, family, and a few favourite animals to make sure every episode is packed with something to enjoy. 
Listen to Happy Pants podcasts for children with low vision or print disability on Vision Australia Radio website. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898018]Vision Extra  
Vision Extra is a weekly interview segment featuring conversations with people who are blind or have low vision. Each episode highlights inspiring voices — from authors and elite athletes to tech pioneers, educators, and professionals — showcasing achievements and innovations across all areas of life. 
Listen to Vision Extra interviews with people who are blind or have low vision on Vision Australia Radio website. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898019]Studio 1  
Vision Australia Radio’s Studio 1 takes a look at life in Australia from a low vision and blind point of view. Each week the show focuses on a different topic with an aim to get the voices, stories, passions and opinions of as many people living with sight loss onto the radio as possible. 
Listen to Studio 1 on Vision Australia Radio website. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898020]Noticeboard 
[bookmark: _Toc219898021]Have your say: Client Reference Group
Blind Low Vision NZ is creating a Client Reference Group (CRG) to ensure your voice helps shape our services.
The CRG will share client experiences, influence service improvements, and work directly with staff and Board members to make a real difference. Everything will be fully accessible, and we’ll provide any support you need.
From 9 February, you will receive an email invitation to complete the Expression of Interest form. In the meantime, you can download the CRG Terms of Reference (Word doc).
For more information or if you have any questions, email crg@BlindLowVision.org.nz or call 0800 24 33 33.
[bookmark: _Toc219898022]Youth Council – expressions of interest 
Are you 16–30 and a Blind Low Vision NZ client? We’re forming a Youth Council, and this is your chance to help shape services, events, and opportunities that matter to young people in the Blind Low Vision community.
You could share thoughts on social activities, technology support, workshops, advocacy, and ways to connect with others. 
The Council also helps us test new ideas, give feedback on projects, and make sure our work reflects what young people really need. You’ll meet other young people from across Aotearoa and be part of a supportive, fun group. 
The Council will meet four times a year, with the first meeting in March 2026. We’re looking for enthusiastic young people who want to make a difference. 
To express your interest, email CommunityAndInclusion@BlindLowVision.org.nz or call our Contact Centre on 0800 24 33 33. We’ll get back to you with more details about what’s involved and the next steps in the coming weeks. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898023]Total Mobility Scheme consultation: speaking up for fair access  
Last month, the Government announced a cut to the Total Mobility Scheme subsidy, from 75% to 65%, starting in July 2026, along with proposed changes to the scheme. Remember, this discount only applies to the first $60 of each trip, and the amount may vary depending on the city. 
The subsidy reduction was not consulted on and comes about because the governments concern about the increasing cost of providing the Total Mobility Scheme. They are consulting on ideas of how to reduce the number of trips people can take. Read more about this on the Beehive website: Changes ensure continued access to transport subsidy for disability community | Beehive.govt.nz. One idea is allowing ride share companies like Uber into the scheme. Many of us know how much struggle it is to get guide dogs accepted by an Uber. These changes would lead to limiting people’s independence and increasing the already existing problem of unequal access to subsidies based on where someone lives.  
We support the goal of strengthening the Scheme. It does not address that some of our members use a taxi rather than public transport because of issues of dogs being refused entry, or the automated announcement system not working. It should be funded through central government, not left to local councils to fill the gaps. The scope of the Scheme for should not be determined by post-code lottery. Enable people to access their community, go to their medical appointments, and contribute to their local economy, as often as makes sense for them. A strong Total Mobility Scheme helps make this possible.  
The Government is seeking consultation on these changes. Consultation material is available on the Ministry of Transport website. Alternate formats will be released as they become available.  
We encourage you to have your say. Share your feedback by 22 March to help shape a scheme that supports independence, choice, and fair access for our community. 
Please submit as an individual to ensure your unique voice is counted separately; the Policy Advocacy team will make a collective submission on behalf of Blind Low Vision NZ.
Read CE Andrea Midgen’s thoughts on the proposed changes on LinkedIn. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898024]A Family Legacy: "I was investing in my future"
For Murray, supporting Blind Low Vision NZ isn’t just a charitable act; it’s a deeply personal commitment rooted in family history.
His connection to the cause stretches back decades to his father, a farmer who lost his vision to polio. Murray remembers growing up surrounded by the tools of independence – white canes and talking books – while watching his father be forced off the farm due to his sight loss.
"I saw the benefits my dad had," Murray says. "It’s all about supporting organisations that have supported my family."
Then when Murray was 10, the story became personal. A detached retina left him with only 10% vision in his right eye. It was the beginning of what he calls "half a century of eye conditions," including cryotherapy, glaucoma, and cataracts.
Recently, to protect the remaining sight in his left eye, doctors made the difficult decision to remove all sight from his right eye. 
"I could foresee that I’d be on the shortlist for support," he explains about his decision to become a Regular Giver to Blind Low Vision NZ. "I needed a means of communication and everyday life. I was investing in what could be my future."
For Murray, Regular Giving is about ensuring that the safety net remains strong. He wants to ensure that others can access education, hands-on experience, and the same level of care he received.
What stood out most to him wasn't just the technology, but the team's "willingness to assist and make life easier," specifically for people facing such life-changing circumstances.
He points out that while technology has evolved – expanding beyond the talking books his father relied on to now include apps that verbalise emails – the need for funding this technology and services still remains.
"You never know when your personal health might deteriorate," he says. "Unless you’re exposed to it, you might not reflect on it. But these services must be funded somehow."
Will you join Murray in investing in the future?
You don’t need to make a large donation to make a lasting difference. As Murray suggests, by contributing a monthly gift, you help ensure the safety net is always there – so that when someone’s sight changes, we are ready to help.
To set up a regular gift, please visit the Blind Low Vision NZ website's Support Page or contact our friendly team: 0800 DONATE (0800 366 283) supporterCare@blindLowVision.org.nz. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898025]FAQ’s
[bookmark: _Toc219898026]Why are you asking clients to donate?
We believe in our community, and we've heard from many clients who want a way to give back. We're creating clear and simple opportunities for those who are in a position to contribute and wish to do so.  
[bookmark: _Toc219898027]Will the services I receive change if I don’t donate?
Absolutely not. Your access to our services and the quality of support you receive will never be affected by whether or not you choose to donate. Our services are here for you, unconditionally.  
[bookmark: _Toc219898028]How will my donation be used?
Your gift will go directly toward funding the core services you know and experience every day. It will help us provide support to more people, develop new programs, and ensure we are here for our community long into the future.  
[bookmark: _Toc219898029]Is my donation confidential?
Yes. Your decision to donate and any financial details are kept strictly confidential within our fundraising team. This information is not shared with the staff who provide your services.  
[bookmark: _Toc219898030]How can I make a gift?
Thank you for considering it! You can become a Regular Giver, make a one-time donation, or you may want to consider leaving a gift in your Will. Contact our friendly Supporter Care team at SupporterCare@BindLowVision.org.nz or call 0800 DONATE, that’s 0800 366 283. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898031]Thumbs Up 
Graham’s journey to independence: Joined at the hip
A white cane changed Graham’s life and gave him freedom he never imagined. 
Discover how Graham learned to navigate the world with confidence and independence, and how Blind Low Vision NZ helped him embrace a new way of living. 
Read Graham’s full story on our website at BlindLowVision.org.nz
[bookmark: _Toc219898032]Exploring the transcendental: Pat Basse’s exhibition and audio described artist talk 
On Friday 28 November, the Malcolm Smith Gallery hosted an Artist Talk and Audio Described Tour of their exhibition, Visual Diary of an Astral Traveller, led by artist Pat Basse. Basse shared stories from her childhood in war-torn England during the 1940s, her later journey to New Zealand, and her eventual vision loss, explaining how all these experiences shaped and evolved her creative process. 
Supported by Audio Described Aotearoa, the talk featured a narrated commentary for people who are blind or have low vision. Audio describer Nicola Owen provided detailed descriptions of the exhibition’s visual elements to accompany Basse’s stories. Her verbal illustrations enhanced the experience for visitors with vision loss and also encouraged sighted visitors to think more creatively about the works and engage with their visual effects alongside the conceptual. 
Basse’s talk was attended by 25 people, including a significant number of students aged 18–21 from the Blind Low Vision Education Network’s Residential Transition programme. Many stayed after the talk for one-on-one conversations. Students were inspired by Basse’s story, particularly her refusal to give up her passion for artmaking despite living with Age-related Macular Degeneration. Through setbacks and difficult times, Basse has returned to art as a release and reset – so much so that it has become a kind of spiritual ritual. The exhibition offered visitors a glimpse into the transcendental world Basse has built for herself, with the hope it inspires them to find solace within their own imaginations. 
Visual Diary of an Astral Traveller was on display until Saturday 17 January 2026. Following the success of this audio described event, UXBRIDGE is planning to include more audio-described programming into its 2026 exhibitions calendar. 
For more information about the exhibition and related events, email info@uxBridge.org.nz or visit the UXBRIDGE website. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898033]Six little dots open a whole world  
Each Braille character is made from a unique combination of six raised dots, giving people who are blind, deafblind, or have low vision the ability to read, write, and connect with the world around them.  
Sight is often considered one of our most important senses. But having low or no vision does not mean life has to be limited. Braille has given generations of people independence, learning, and opportunity. It represents access, inclusion, and the ongoing fight for equality in society.  
On World Braille Day, 4 January, we celebrated the small dots that make a big difference, helping people who are blind, deafblind, or have low vision navigate, learn, and participate every day. This year, our CE Andrea shared her thoughts on Braille and its importance in an opinion piece in the Otago Daily Times, inviting all of us to think about why Braille still matters and how inclusive design benefits everyone. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898034]Fund Opportunities
[bookmark: _Toc219898035]New year, new tools: The Pearson Fund can help
We have received great feedback about the Pearson Fund subsidies at the Vision Store. Many have shared how this support helps make everyday equipment more affordable. So far, clients have saved $17,873 through the 50% subsidy, alongside $18,983 through the 25% subsidy. This year, we’d love to see the Pearson Fund help even more clients and members in practical ways. Start the year with equipment that works for you. The Pearson Fund can help cover the cost of adaptive technology, lighting, magnifiers, and more.
If you’re a Blind Low Vision NZ member, check if you're eligible today by calling our Contact Centre on 0800 24 33 33 or email info@BlindLowVision.org.nz. 
Learn more about the Pearson Fund and see how to apply on the Blind Low Vision NZ website. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898036]MSD Training and Support Funds Programme
The Ministry of Social Development offers Support Funds to help people with disabilities or health conditions get either Job Support or Training Support, depending on what you need help with. Support Funds can help with the additional costs incurred as a direct consequence of disability or health condition, when undertaking the same employment or training as a person without a disability or health condition.
There are two types of Support Funds:
· Job Support helps meet disability costs when in employment or self-employment.
· Training Support helps meet disability costs when participating in work related training, or tertiary education.
To be eligible for Support Funds, you must meet MSD’s eligibility criteria (outlined on the Support Funds web page and application forms linked below), plus have a disability or health condition that has lasted or is likely to last longer than six months.
To apply for Support Funds, you need to complete either a Training Support Application (PDF) or Job Support Application (PDF) and send it, with supporting documentation to Support_Funds@msd.govt.nz. If the PDF forms are troublesome to fill out on your own, please call the MSD Job and Training Support Fund number 0800 551 001 so they can help you out. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898037]Telefriend: Here to Support You
Telefriend offers empathetic, non-judgmental, and confidential peer support for people who are blind, deafblind, or have low vision, as well as their caregivers, family, and friends. Whether you need guidance or just want a friendly chat, we're here to help. 
Call us at 0800 100 051, from 1 pm to 4 pm, Monday through Friday. If you call outside these hours, leave a message—we will return your call. Connect with a Telefriend today by dialing 0800 100 051.
[bookmark: _Toc206517712][bookmark: _Toc219898038]Tell me about it
This is your space to share bite-sized learnings from your experiences as someone who is blind, deafblind, or has low vision. Maybe you’ve got a new gadget you’re loving, or you’re an Excel expert with great tips on accessibility features. Whatever it is, your knowledge could help someone else. Whether it’s a tech trick, a daily living hack, or anything in between, we want to hear from you! Your insights could make a big difference to others in the community.
If you’d like to submit an idea, please email communications@BlindLowVision.org.nz.
One of our clients, Rachel, has shared her fun yet challenging experience of completing a cycle challenge with volunteer Jason, who supported her through training and achieving her goal. Together, they trained for 16 weeks, building up to rides of 150 km. On event day, they completed the full 160 km Lake Taupō Cycle Challenge in 4 hours, 56 minutes, and 43 seconds. They finished first in the tandem category and in the top 20 per cent of all riders.
Below is Rachel’s story, which reminds us how important it is to keep moving and inspires a bright, active start to the new year! If you’re interested in blind sport and leisure options, contact your local sport and leisure coordinator by calling our Contact Centre on 0800 24 33 33 or send email to SportAndLeisure@BlindLowVision.org.nz. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898039]From Rachel Black, Having Fun
[image: ] 
Image description: Blind Low Vision NZ volunteer Jason and client Rachel, both wearing bike helmets, standing next to a tandem bike with a backdrop of greenery. 
I had been cycling with Jason for a couple of years, really appreciating him sharing his time so that I could ride (I am sight impaired and can’t ride alone), when dropped in the middle of an email in May came the line “Lake Taupo Cycle challenge Saturday 29th November – do you have any interest in doing this?” 
“WHAT!” This was my first thought. Then came, “November, that’s ages away, we can do anything by November”. Little did I know. As August approached, I dreaded this infamous 16-week training programme. Jason’s mum, Roxanne, said he’d put her through it some years back (inferring that as she still lived, so it wasn’t that bad). 
Certainly, the training programme was really stretching. I was reminded regularly that I have sit bones (the bones at the bottom of your pelvis) buried there somewhere. Though I did not appreciate all the hill training, it was definitely helpful when it came to the day. I am certainly fitter now than I was. 
I treated the day as a nice long ride, I would enjoy the new scenery, do my best and be happy if we finished – a good time would be an extra treat. Even though we had the e-assist, it was no picnic, but jolly hard work. Worth it though. 
Despite our shirts saying we ride for fun, sometimes that is not the only goal. Sometimes it is good to set ourselves a target outside our comfort zone, to exercise discipline, and to stretch our boundaries. Then, on completion, we have a great sense of achievement, and maybe that is worth more. 
Many thanks to Jason! 
[bookmark: _Toc219898040]Upcoming events
[bookmark: _Toc170122934][bookmark: _Toc219898041]Work Ready Webinar Recordings & Resources
Explore a series of standout webinars covering topics from cutting-edge accessible technology to vital support funds. Listen to Work Ready Webinar Recordings at your leisure on the Blind Low Vision NZ website. 
[bookmark: _Toc206082669][bookmark: _Toc219898042]Ask Me Anything 
You’ve told us that better communication matters – and we’ve heard you. This is your direct line to our Chief Executive, Andrea Midgen, and the RNZFB Board (BlindLowVision.org.nz).
Whether it is about the services we provide, the direction of the organisation, or ideas for the future, we want to hear from you. Your voice helps us grow and improve.
Submit your question anonymously or include your details for a direct response. It’s quick and easy! Access the Ask Me Anything form via Microsoft Forms. Alternatively, you can call our friendly Contact Centre team on 0800 24 33 33 to submit your question.
[bookmark: _Toc219898043]You asked – we answered 
Question: 
Have you considered funding open-source software for blind people, perhaps in conjunction with similar organisations in other countries, so that your clients don't have to submit to non-negotiable contracts with big, ethically dubious companies like Amazon, Microsoft, and Apple? 
Answer: 
We work with providers like Amazon, Microsoft and Apple because they offer strong security, independent audits, and accessible tools that are stable, widely supported and governed by formal contracts that let us set clear rules about privacy, data use and accountability. At the same time, we’re not at all opposed to open-source software – in fact, we already support and recommend open-source tools such as the NVDA screen reader where they are fit for purpose, secure and actively maintained. Building and maintaining full open-source alternatives to everything big vendors provide would require large, ongoing investment and teams of specialist developers, and could actually reduce reliability and choice for our clients if projects lost key maintainers. Our approach is to use the best mix of commercial and open-source tools. This helps keep people who are blind, deafblind, or have low vision safe, well supported, and well served over time.
[bookmark: _Toc219898044]Surveys and Research 
Blind Low Vision NZ shares research relevant to the blind, deafblind, and low vision community for information only. We are not involved in or responsible for the research. For more details or to decide whether to participate, please contact the relevant organisation. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898045]Intopia’s Assistive Technology Survey 
Intopia, a research organisation focused on improving inclusion, is running the Assistive Technology (AT) Survey 2025 across Australia and New Zealand. This is the third year of the survey, exploring how people use, access and experience assistive technology. It covers everything from screen readers and mobility aids to communication tools, and identifies the barriers people face in cost, access, and design.  
Who can take part  
· People with a disability who use assistive technology.  
· Older adults who rely on technology for independence or wellbeing.  
· Support professionals, educators, and allied health staff who assist with assistive technology. Participants need to be aged 18+ and live in Australia or New Zealand.  
How to take part  
The survey is online, anonymous, and takes about 15–25 minutes. To take part in this survey, visit the Intopia Assistive Technology Survey website. 
Key dates 
Survey opens: 3 December 2025.  
Survey closes: 6 February 2026.  
Results released: May 2026. 
If you need help or have questions, please contact Jacinta Gregory, Inclusive Research Consultant, at +61 3 9977 9610 or Jacinta.Gregory@intopia.digital. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898046]News from the Royal New Zealand Foundation of The Blind (RNZFB) Board 
[bookmark: _Toc219898047]Update from the Board Chair
Welcome back to 2026, I hope everyone had a relaxing summer break.
[bookmark: _Toc219898048]RNZFB Board of Directors meeting
The next RNZFB Board of Directors Meeting is scheduled for Saturday 7 March 2026 in Christchurch. This meeting will be held at the Blind Low Vision NZ Christchurch office. If you would like to attend this meeting as an observer, please contact the Board Secretary BoardSecretary@BlindLowVision.org.nz or phone our Contact Centre on 0800 24 33 33.
· In accordance with the Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind Constitution, members and members of the public are welcome to observe at RNZFB Board Meetings in person, via teleconference or online, with the permission of the Chair.
The minutes of the 21 November Board meeting are available. If you require a copy of any of our minutes, please email the Board Secretary BoardSecretary@BlindLowVision.org.nz or phone the Blind Low Vision NZ Contact Centre on 0800 24 33 33. The Board meeting minutes are also available on the telephone information service, option 3, 1, 3.
[bookmark: _Toc219898049]Meet and Greet Event in Christchurch
The next RNZFB Board Meet and Greet event is set to take place on Saturday 7 March following the Board meeting, at the Blind Low Vision NZ Christchurch office. The session will run from 1:00pm – 3:00pm and will be followed by tea, coffee and biscuits. At the session you will be introduced to the Board Members of the Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind and find out more about the Board’s key priorities. You will also have an opportunity to raise any concerns or ask any questions you may have. And you will get to meet Blind Low Vision NZ’s Chief Executive Andrea Midgen.
· If you want to attend please RSVP via email to BoardSecretary@BlindLowVision.org.nz or phone the Contact Centre on 0800 24 33 33.
[bookmark: _Toc219898050]Independent Review of the RNZFB Constitution
The review of the RNZFB Constitution, led by Simpson Grierson, is in its final stages, with a recommendation paper expected at the 7 March Board meeting.
[bookmark: _Toc219898051]Board Appointments
The Board met for the first time after the AGM to make its various appointments. The new Board Chair is Donna McCaskill, and Deputy Chair is Anne-Marie Taggart.
The full committee appointment list is as follows, with these subcommittees electing their chairs at their first meeting:
· Audit and Risk Committee: Richard Patete, Anne Marie Taggart, Ron Scott, Chris Orr, Mr Lansink.
· Governance Committee: Judy Small, Ron Scott, Mr Lansink, Ms Taggart.
· People Committee: Anne Marie Taggart, Martine Abel-Williamson, John Billings, Richard Patete, Ms Small.
· Client Services Committee: Martine Abel-Williamson, John Billings, Chris Orr, Judy Small, Mr Lansink.
· Pearson Fund: John Billings, Chris Orr.
· BLENNZ Representative Trustee: Martine Abel-Williamson.
[bookmark: _Toc219898052]2026 Board Retreat
The Board begins 2026 at the end of January when it holds its annual retreat, which is set to take place in Parnell Auckland. This is a great opportunity for planning and setting work goals for the upcoming year. At this same time, the Board will have a joint strategic planning session with the Chief Executive and Executive Leadership Team.
[bookmark: _Toc219898053]Chair’s Newsletter
You can check it out at the Blind Low Vision NZ Governance webpage, and on the Telephone Information Service at option 3, 1, 1.
Donna McCaskill
RNZFB Board Chair
[bookmark: _Toc219898054]In the News
[bookmark: _Toc219898055]Building change for disabled New Zealanders 
Read about the government’s plan to give disabled people in Aotearoa better support and fairer services on beehive.govt.nz. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898056]Apple’s new film for the International Day of Persons with Disabilities 
Watch a new short film revealed by Apple for the International Day of Persons with Disabilities, showing how students with disabilities thrive on campaignbrief.co.nz. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898057]Celebrating Chrissie Cowan ONZM 
Read the NZ Herald article to learn more about Chrissie Cowan, who was named an officer of the New Zealand Order of Merit for her work supporting people who are blind or have low vision. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898058]Doggedly determined: Raising $2,000 for guide dogs  
Discover how a tiny toy puppy helped raise $2,000 for guide dogs on the NZ Optics website at NZOptics.co.nz. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898059]Blind Low Vision NZ gets a smart boost: NZCT helps Alexa do the talking  
Read the Scoop article to see how Blind Low Vision NZ is using a $5,000 grant to bring 250 Alexa devices to the community at scoop.co.nz. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898060]A young runner with low vision almost dropped out – star athlete Sam Ruthe stepped in as guide  
Explore the Stuff story where Sam Ruthe guides a 12-year-old runner helping him finish his race with confidence at stuff.co.nz. 
[bookmark: _Toc219898061]Job Opportunities at Blind Low Vision NZ
For the latest job opportunities at Blind Low Vision NZ, go to the Blind Low Vision NZ Careers website or call TIS m 3 4 6.
[bookmark: _Toc219898062]Ka kite anō
Please let us know what you think of Kōrero. We welcome suggestions for what you would like us to include and any tips or stories you would like to share with the community. Get in touch on 0800 24 33 33 or via communications@BlindLowVision.org.nz.
[bookmark: _Hlk166494243][bookmark: _Hlk127183265][bookmark: _Hlk144305050]Did you know that you can request Kōrero in Braille? Call our contact centre on 0800 24 33 33 if you would like to receive Kōrero in this format.
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