Dear Waka Kotahi / New Zealand Transport Agency,
My name is [name] and I want to make a written submission regarding the “Considering the new safety requirements for vehicles entering the New Zealand fleet” consultation.
I/We partly agree with the proposed mandate toward acoustic vehicle alerting systems (AVAS) in electric and hybrid vehicles in New Zealand. To ensure roads are safer for the Blind and Low Vision (BLV) community and the community in general. I/we believe all hybrid/electric light vehicles, and heavy vehicles, should be fitted with active AVAS.
This includes vehicles currenting in the NZ fleet, electric buses, disability vehicles, special-purpose vehicles, heavy vehicles, road sweepers. Essentially, all vehicles that someone with a vision impairment is likely to come across.
Concerns have already been raised by the BLV community here in New Zealand and overseas regarding quieter vehicles. As our electric and hybrid fleet continues to grow in New Zealand, so does the risk for our community. This issue also effects children, elderly, cyclists as well as other road users.
I/We also urge Waka Kotahi / NZTA to mandate that AVAS cannot be turned off inside vehicles, particularly as evidence shows that imported vehicles have AVAS already fitted as part of the originating countries rules. 
I/We believe that this mandate should be adopted through a standards-based approach and should be legislation, rather than a definitions-based approach. I/We believe this provides the most clarity and consistency when it comes to decisions being made about applicable vehicles.
I/We disagree with the decision outlined that vehicles already in New Zealand would not need to be retrofitted with AVAS. I/We believe this leaves too much of a gap in the NZ market. Cars in New Zealand tend to be older models, and there are no mandates for older vehicles to be replaced with newer models, this means that we would have electric/hybrid vehicles without AVAS.
I/We urge Waka Kotahi / NZTA to ensure that all eligible electric/hybrid cars in the current NZ fleet be retrofitted with AVAS, through a stagnated process. 
To make our roads safer, I/We make the following recommendations:
· All electric/hybrid vehicles should be fitted with AVAS
· All imported applicable cars should be fitted with AVAS, have the system switched on, and make this unable to be turned off
· All applicable cars that are currently in the NZ fleet should be retrofitted
· Any vehicle that has AVAS available, but it is not switched on should have this procedure completed at the next WOF appointment
· This framework should be the standard and should be legislation to ensure that these mandates continue to make change to our roading systems
· All applicable vehicles including the outlined exemption vehicles should have AVAS fitted. This list includes:
· disability vehicles
· special-purpose vehicles
· heavy vehicles predominantly designed for off-road use
· mobile cranes
· military trailers
· road sweepers
· snow ploughs
· vehicles not requiring entry certification

I/We thank Waka Kotahi / New Zealand Transport Agency for opening this consultation to the public.

